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"The physical environment of man, especially in the built environment, has not 
been, is still not, and controlled by the designer. This environment is the result of 
vernacular (or folk or popular) architecture; and it has been largely not been 
clearly discussed in history of architecture". (Rapport 1969 p i). 
With the emergence of a 'society', which one can define as a gathering of 
human beings, to fulfill their needs in terms of survival, the space became a part 
of the human life. The interaction between man-man, man-space, and space-
space, evolved a formal society. The utilization of space, with various built forms 
of man, such as residential-commercial-industrial, the surrounding of the human 
environment created the context. 
Context and the human behaviour had a clear relationship between 
them. This relationship determined the behaviour of human in a very dramatic 
as well as unique way. The principles and guidelines which relate to the context 
or what is generated by the context, is the broader expression of the 
Contextualism. 
Society in general has been confronted with numerous challenges from the 
environment through out the history of mankind. Village or an agricultural 
society is the significant earliest settlement. 
Human evolution states that from the earlier small community set-up of village 
to modern day's complex and outsized society, various unstable and unsteady 
situations had taken place through out the world, which swept through the entire 
human raise. 
As a result, the economic and the administrative centers, where power and 
authority concentrated, formed cities and capitals. With the industrialization of 
the world, these centers became more and more important in terms of the society, 
and this situation led to separate the society, in to Urban and rural. 
Whether it is urban or rural, society has a direct inter-relationship with the built 
form as well as the natural environment. 
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Although the level of interaction vary according to country, culture, 
location and many more factors, the behaviour of man reflected by the physical 
built forms of man. With the intense built set-up, urban built form has much 
closer interaction / relevance to the behaviour of the society. 
Since Sri Lanka could not escape the global scenario of the social and 
physical changes occurred, we experience the same reactions and trends in our 
society, which were evident in the global set up. 
Present Sri Lankan urban society is a progression of the entire global 
phenomenon. Therefore the contemporary urban Sri Lankan society is relevant 
and responsive to its urban context directly. 
IMPORTANCE OF THE STUDY 
"...By giving shape and form to our material world, architecture structures the 
space in which we live and move. In that it does so, it has a direct relation- rather 
than a symbolic one-to social life, hence it provides the material preconditions for 
the pattern of movement, encounter, avoidance, which are the material reasons-
as well as some times the generator-of social relations..." 
(Hillier Bill and Hanson Julianne, (1984 p. xi) 
Socially, each and every living being has its own interpretation of the 
surrounding. The life on earth has a direct relevance to the environment, which 
they live in. The responses and the reaction to their environment, has led some 
species to extinction and some species to become much more "fitting" for the 
conditions. This is the fundamental law of life revealed by Charles Darwin 
long ago. In the process, humans have been tested to maximum and as a result 
the human evolution has been a success by ensuring its existence. 
Through out the evolution, man has been more and more dominative. 
Therefore it has transformed physically and psychologically to become a more 
advance being. Gradually man began to change the natural environment, 
extreme to natural and vice-versa, to suit his own favorable conditions. This 
long-term process has created and revealed some very important findings. Earlier 
Man encountered the environment, nature (and the surrounding) as a 
group/society, with in which the individual was not significantly highlighted. 
It is mainly due to the fact that culturally, socially and economically, man 
was attached and inter-dependent on each other, through very strong values and 
norms. 
With the changes occurred over the period; these norms and values were 
confronted with numerous new distinct issues. These changes can be categorized 
in terms of entire human raise, as: 
• Scientific revolution- School of thoughts, which developed starting from 
Greece. 
• New inventions of the material world. 
• Making and breaking of Empires (Roman, British etc.) 
• Colonization 
• Industrial revolution 
World War I & ii. 
With in this wider picture, impact on each and every society has enormous 
variation, due to social, cultural and economical diversity. (Sri Lankan society is 
also a part and parcel of the above-mentioned global realm.) 
Other than the major landmarks as such, comparatively minor happenings have 
taken place out of which the Sri Lankan context has been effected by, 
• Shifting of kingdom from place to place (until the colonization) 
• Colonization starting from 1505. 
• National independence in 1948. 
• Introduction of open economy in!977. 
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Although the major changes were the above, there are many more aspects 
of the actual revolutionizing pattern. Ultimately the Sri Lankan society was 
socially and architecturally different from the earlier set-up. It turned out to be 
clearly of urban and rural. In the urban society the life style was a much more 
"live" and complex because of reasons such as globalisation, transportation links, 
information technology and the availability of new technology and materials. 
Ultimately the urbanity became a very predominantly and different part 
of the Sri Lankan life. This new "urbanity" expressed the individuality of man 
more than ever. With the continuous and repetitive pressure imposed on the 
society in terms of behaviour, (culture, economy, society) people tend to react to 
them in their own manner. Therefore harmony, respect and understanding of the 
other, had been considerably affected. 
This has raised doubt and questions in the authors mind on the decisive 
character (unclear /vague) of the Sri Lankan urban society. Furthermore, by 
analyzing and clarifying the modern trend of the present society, it may be 
decisive to predict the future of our society. 
• HYPOTHESIS 
With the present complexities and the variety in the social relationships in 
the urban culture, its inhabitants have lost its roots which were based on 
harmony and inter dependant relationships with each other. This has resulted in 
dissolving the strong social bonds with each other. Intense competition and the 
disregard towards each other have forced its inhabitance to be self expressive in 
order to confirm the presents and existence. It has individualized the society to 
an extent where urban social ties are been dissolved. 
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• AIMS OF THE STUDY 
Past, present and the future of any society have true connection and 
continuity. The history of a person or a thing will have the present situation as a 
result of consequences of each an every happening in the past. Furthermore, it is 
the base or the foundation for the future. In most occasions, studying, 
identifying and analysing the past and present can predict future. This is because 
the human nature is to understand and realize the (surrounding) through the 
intuitive process and experience. 
"...Today changes take place either too slowly or too rapidly. As technological 
development overtake human values, or too slowly with disintegration of the 
quality of the built environment progressing just beyond the capacity to intuit 
loss and react accordingly. The modern concept of the man made world must be 
reinvented. ... Free of the inhabiting constrains of the past, as it is often put, 
pressures that by scientific we can account for the long evaluatory dscendence of 
the man made world-through trail and error, patient refinement and subtle 
adjustments in response to unaccountable characteristics that are so important to 
the satisfactory lives of communities and individuals. This is not to say that we 
should now abandon science and submit to what might be regarded as 
technological forces outside our control. If human intelligence, judgment, and 
conscious choice are factored in to the nebulous thing we call cultural evolution, 
blind determinism not an issue...." (Crowe 1995) 
At all times built environment is a significant realization of the desires of 
human behaviour. Therefore man made built environment is the reflection of 
what human intentions are. Based on it and with the cultural and technological 
assistance, architecture can be used as a guide to discuss the social behaviour. 
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By considering these issues and ideas, the study is focused on the following 
aims and objectives. 
• Study the society and its formation and its evolution by analysing the 
structure and hierarchy. 
• Determine the human behaviour and how it has been affected by the 
(natural/built) environment. 
• Identify key significant issues of urbanization. Its affect on the society in 
terms of behaviour and architecture. 
With in this agenda, Sri Lankan society too had been forced to undergo the 
same sequence and so the social-architectural interrelationship has been 
inseparable. 
Therefore study intends to pay special attention to analyze and evaluate the Sri 
Lankan context in detail. 
They can be identified as: 
• Sri Lankan society and its evaluative process. 
• Clarify and establish the social behaviour and its reactions towards 
various landmarks in the history. 
• Identify and analyze the relationship between Sri Lankan society, level of 
expression of individuality and its character by using architecture. 
• Identify and conclude on the development of the architectural capabilities 
from the earlier days up to now. 
• Find out and understand how and why the context has been influencing 
the urban society in determining the built environment. 
Most important issue discussed in the study is to find out the reasons behind 
these alterations and the futuristic scenario of our society. 
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SCOPE AND LIMITATION OF STUDY 
When discussing the interrelationship of the sociology and architecture, 
the initial issue, one has to address, goes back to the origin of civilization. But the 
enormous number of happenings that took place up to date is too lengthy to 
mention and analyze. Therefore the study only considers the most significant 
issues in brief, in order to build up the background. 
The significant turning points of the Sri Lankan society from the earlier 
days parallel to the global situations can be categorized under the followings. 
• The numerous foreign innovations from the Anuradhapura period to 
Kandyan period (Mainly Indian). 
• Colonial presence in the country from 1796-1948. 
• Independence from British in 1948. 
• Introduction of open economy in 1977. 
Situation occurred from colonial presence onwards are focused in the 
study since the number of changes there onwards are much different from each 
and they occurred within a very short period of time when considering the entire 
history. 
With the back ground fact gathered through the above intentions, the present day 
situation is focused as most evident built form communications. 
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METHODOLOGY 
The study will be an overview of the social behaviour of society and the 
architectural representation of it. The study will be formulated on a sociological 
bias. The behaviour of man and the desires of the society/ community will be 
analyzed through a theoretical base. How the people react to different situations 
at different times will be considered with examples from the history. 
The major turning points in the history and their impact towards creating 
a situation of present nature will be studied in brief with special reference to 
colonial period and there onwards. 
• First will establish the connection between social behaviour and the built 
forms. Then this theoretically established relationship would be illustrated with 
actual examples elaborating the manner in which the characters and 
determinants are related. 
• International examples will be also used when it is required to strengthen 
the arguments 
• The parameters of the study will be based on several guidelines of the 
built context. 
• The height of buildings creates enclosure. Very high buildings create 
landmarks 
• Built scale of a street, town or building is determined by building height, 
size of the plot, floor-to-floor height and 
2. Building line-
• Skyline of an urban city is expressing the rapid change in which it 
encounters. 
• Relationship of the road and the building hierarchy of the built form 
They are, 
1. Scale and proportion-
9 
3. Facade treatment-
Doors and windows-type, proportion, texture 
Ornamentation 
Entrance 
Window to wall ratio 
4. Vertical rhythm and horizontal rhythm 
5. Ground floor detailing-arcades, canopies, walk ways etc. 
6. Roofs capes 
7. Materials, finishes, texture. 
The towns and cities like Colombo, Galle and Kandy can be considered as 
the most important in terms of the socio- economic situation is concerned. The 
changes that had occurred in these places are very relevant to the matter 
discussed in the study. Therefore a few examples have been selected to elaborate, 
out of these towns. 
They are, 
Colombo Fort as a presence of a strong colonial influence. 
Fort was the main commercial hub of the entire country with harbour 
close by. The townscape is crowded with strong colonial influenced buildings. 
The architectural character of the town is very much similar to any strong British 
influenced town in the region. After the independence up to now, there are many 
new buildings constructed. With the influence of the context and the socio-
cultural forces, the built imagery has developed up to now. 
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Changers of the residential buildings of the Duplication road, Colombo. 
Duplication road was constructed as a main road after 1977, to ease off the 
traffic congestion of the city. The existing road at the time was widened to 
accommodate more vehicles. This area was the prime residential area from the 
colonial period onwards. Today many commercial functions have moved in to 
the duplication road. As a result, most of the residential buildings have turned in 
to commercial buildings while many new buildings also have come up. 
The contrast between the old and new buildings and the way they have 
adopted architecture is selected to study according to the above mentioned guide 
lines. 
Galle Road as a reflection of modern urban character 
Galle road has been the most dynamic road of the entire country. It has 
faced numerous pressures along its history. The city area of the Galle road (from 
Dehiwala to Fort) consists of rich essence for the study. It has the most recent 
buildings as well as the oldest. Therefore the above-mentioned aspects will be 
clearly evident. 
Taking these examples as the source of information, the study will try to 
come to a conclusion on the validity of the statement as the conclusion. 
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